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SPIRITISM IN THE LIGHT OF SCIENCE 
AND THE BIBLE : 


The popularity of the subject we now discuss is a 
trustworthy criterion of its fascination. Every scientific 
magazine has recognized the issue with more or less 
copious articles, the more popular and pseudo-scientific 
magazines contain constant reference to it, and there 
have lately appeared magazines devoted exclusively to 
the discussion and propagation of this subject. Discus: 
sion groups in all walks of life are considering this mat- 
ter, and cults for the express purpose of making public 
information on psychic subjects, are being multiplied. 

“Can the dead speak?” is being asked on every 
side. Is it possible to raise the veil of silence that \ 
separates the living and the dead? Can we Snmtnl 
cate with the spirits of men who have died in the flesh 
and so passed beyond our present ken? These, and 
kindred questions pour in on us from every side. 

Some seek knowledge of the departed dead because 
their hearts are heavy with the sorrow that death's 
parting brings; some seek to peer beyond the grave out 
of idle curiosity, and others search because of scientific 
desire to learn new truth. It is natural that the greatest 
mass of seekers after psychic experience should be the 
hungry hearted who have been suddenly bereaved by 
death, and now long for some present comfort in the 
realm of the supernatural. We note that after every 
great cataclysm, such as war, famine, pestilence, or any 
of the other sad tragedies that sweep multiplied thou- 
sands out into the hereafter without the kindly prepara- 
tion of Death's expectation, there is a recrudescence of 
interest in this subject. It is undoubtedly because of 
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the great sorrow of the recent war and the epidemic 
that followed it, that the present interest is so intense. 


This is but natural, and we cannot find words too 
strong to express our utmost contempt of the low 
human harpies who prey upon such sorrow, under the 
banner of commercialized spiritism. These foul parasites 
who grow fat in their industry of shame make filthy 
with their odious presence the lowest human strata, yet 
they worm their way into the company of the most 
cultured and educated in their leech-like desire to feed 
and grow fat on the tragedy of death. The dastardly 
swine that thus root and pry into the bosom of a 
family with false promises of hopes that are fore- 
ordained to disappointment, are the most degraded ene- 
mies of all that is decent and fine in human intercourse, 
and it is this class of professional medium that has called 
forth recent legislation directed against spiritism. These 
human beasts are also the group that sent the late 
eminent Houdini on his flaming crusade, exposing the 
chicanery and fraud of their methods all over the land. 


Their method of operation is as obnoxious as their 
personality is repulsive. They learn of the passing of 
some intimate and loved member of the family, then 
they insinuate themselves into the privacy of grief, with 
lying promises of spirit communication, and then by 
cheap tricks and frauds, slight of hand manipulations, 
and through the aid of apparatus and confederates 
work lying signs and wonders to deceive the hopeful 
and credulous, and then slowly bleed the victim to the 
utmost. 


This was the method used for the mental seduction 
of the eminent scientist, Sir Oliver Lodge. When he 
lost his beloved son Raymond his reason was so blinded 
by love and longing that he succumbed to the machin- 
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ations of tricksters and charlatans, espousing the cause 
of spiritism simply because it held out to his hungry old 
heart the prospect of reunion with the loved one wh 
was otherwise lost to him. , 

Because I have been engaged in many interesting 
programs of psychic research, my interest in this sub- 
ject has never waned. In almost every series of meet- 
ings and lecture courses many times I am asked the 
question, 


“CAN THE LIVING AND THE DEAD 
COMMUNICATE?” 


There are two sources of answer to this query, and 
we will reply from each in turn. The first is from the 
knowledge gathered by men, refined, demonstrated, 
tested, proved, and labeled “Science.” 


THE TESTIMONY OF SCIENCE 


on this subject is inevitable. It is most natural that 
men of science should inquire into the phenomena of 
spirtism, for death is a part of life. As certainly as 
scientists will seek knowledge concerning the beginning 
of life and call it embryology, they will seek knowledge 
of the end of life and call it by some appropriate name 
that will adequately classify that knowledge. 
_Death is a_part of life. It is one of the certain. 
phenomena of that mystery called life, and science must 
recognize it as such. But in the realm of science death 
is not a tragedy, it is simply a phenomenon. It seems 
like a cold thing to say, but in science death merely 
means. separation. One minute the body is alive, 
vibrant, and thrilling with warm glowing power; the 
next minute it lies cold and still. The body, separated 
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from the spiritual entity that is the source and fact of 
life, is now dead. Where is the real ego, the individual 
who once occupied that body? Does it exist in con- 
scious state? If so, can we who still inhabit the taber- 
nacle of clay communicate with that absent spirit? Of 
course men of a scientific spirit would desire to plumb 
to the depths, such a field of research and inquiry, and 
so we have a vast body of accumulated data dealing 
with psychic phenomena. 


The answer to our query from this source, how- 
ever, may seem a trifle ambiguous. For when we ask 
science “Can the living and the dead communicate?” 
the answer is “In all the annals of the vast amount of 
research on this subject, there has never been one 
proved case where they did!” 


Some time ago the Scientific American, a magazine 
widely known in the English speaking world, offered 
an award of five thousand dollars for a proved case of 
psychic phenomenon. Twenty-five hundred dollars to be 
paid to the first medium who produced a demonstrated 
case of objective nature, and a like amount to the 
medium who demonstrated a true case of subjective 
nature. An objective phenomenon would be such a 
feat as table tipping, spirit writing, materialization of 
spirit bodies, or such objective and external demonstra- 
tions as would be outside the medium herself, and of 
undoubted supernatural origin. Subjective phenomona 
would be those which were produced through the per- 
sonality and body of the medium, such as trance com- 
munications. 

There were a great host of mediums who an- 
nounced their intention of competing for the five thou- 
sand dollars, and tremendous interest was aroused. But 
when the names of the committee of investigation were 
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made public, most of the contestants withdrew, as the 
chairman of the committee was the late Mr. Houdini. 
If Mr. Houdini had not been so famous as a prestidigi- 
tator and master of legerdemain, he would have been 
just as well known as a master of psychic research. The 
entire world of science that is interested in this field 
knew him, and he ranked as the highest and most care- 
ful authority on the subject. Most of the tricksters 
who entered the competition had already been exposed 
by him, and as they had no new tricks in their bag 
they gave up the hopeless attempt to deceive, and re- 
tired from the arena. At the end of the specified time 
the five thousand dollars remained in the treasury, 
and still remains there! Not one single case of spirit 
communication had been demonstrated to be genuine 
and real in all the attempts made by all the mediums 
of the many nationalities who competed! At the 
present time the magazine “SCIENCE AND IN- 
VENTION” has a standing offer for any phenomenon 
that cannot be explained and duplicated by natural and 
scientific means, the award being twenty-one thousand 
dollars. Joseph Dunninger, chairman of the investi 
gating committee, has so far been able to duplicate 
every trick of the competing mediums by natural means, 
and that in an average of about one-tenth the time it 
took the medium trickster to set the stage and perform! 


When Mr. Houdini died, his widow was assailed 
with the claims of mediums who stated that Houdini 
had returned in their seances to assure the world he had 
been mistaken, and that the miracles of spiritism were 
real. When Mrs. Houdini stated that she had a test 
for the spirit of her departed husband, and that she 
would pay ten thousand dollars to the medium who 
reproduced the ten word message Houdini’s spirit was 
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to write if it ever returned, these lying scoundrels all 
shut up over night, and Houdini’s spirit evidently re- 
turned to rest! He has not been heard from since. 


It is a fact that any stage magician, or sleight of 
hand performer can reproduce any of the so-called 
proofs of spirit communication. I have frequently seen 
some of the masters of their craft do this, and do it in 
the glaring light of the stage, where the intense illumina: 
tion rivaled that of the noon day sun. Houdini, Black: 
stone, Hermann and many others have made a specialty 
of this phase of entertainment, and Blackstone now has 
a standing offer of one thousand dollars to any medium 
who can do anything of a psychic nature in the dark, 
that he, Blackstone, cannot reproduce in the light. 


When we consider that “men love the darkness 
rather than the light when their deeds are evil” it is of 
great significance that mediums all invariably work in 
the dark! They fear the light, and will not even at- 
tempt to perform except in the dark. Why should the 
“spirits” fear the light? We are told that their dwell: 
ing place is Light, that they are clothed in Light, that 
they are never in darkness in the spirit state, and when 
the Lord Jesus Christ was seen after His resurrection 
from the dead He appeared in the broad light of day! 
John, on the Island of Patmos saw “the spirits of just 
men made perfect” and “the souls of them that were 
under the alter,” and he saw them all in the light. Yet 
the so-called spirits of the medium seance are all afraid 
of the light, and will perform only in the dark! Think 
that through. 

Fraud, deceit, tricks, and lies, seem to constitute 
the stock in trade of the spiritist today. Some time ago 
one of the great Los Angeles daily papers was conduct- 
ing a survey and investigation of the spiritist meetings 
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in Los Angeles, and a young woman reporter was de- 
tailed to gather information and data for an expose of 
the traffic. She was a little afraid to venture alone into 
the dens of darkness, and solicited the escort of a close 
friend of mine. This young man conferred with me, 
and agreed to accompany the girl on her assignment. 
At the first seance they attended, the young woman 
asked to speak with the spirit of her dead husband and 
the young man asked to communicate with the spirit of 
his dead sister. To their profound amazement the wish 
was granted! The spirit of the dead husband returned 
and talked with the girl, and the sister returned to con- 
verse with her brother. They both left the hall pro- 
foundly impressed; but not converted, because the girl 
had never been married, and the man was an only child! 
This is service with a vengeance. 


The matter has been fairly and honestly weighed 
by capable and true men of science, and the conclusion 
is inevitable that at least ninety per cent of all so-called 
spirit phenomena are pure fake. There may perhaps 
be a supernatural element in a small per cent of the 
“mysteries” of spiritism, but even that has not yet been 
scientifically demonstrated. We must take account in 
such an article as this, however, of the psychic mani- 
festations that may not be fraudulent. 


Some years ago I had an unusual opportunity to 
collaborate in an exceptional type of psychic research 
with the eminent Dr. John E. Purdon, of Dublin Uni- 
versity. Dr. Purdon was famed throughout Europe, 
India and America as an authority on psychic questions, 
and was engaged at the time in making sphygmographic 
records of a peculiar nature. The sphygmograph is 
an instrument that fastens on the wrist in such a way 
that its steel “finger” will record the variations of the 
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ascending and descending beats of the pulse. This rec 
ord is left on a paper strip, which is then varnished with 
some such solution as sandrac, and becomes a perm- 
anent record of real value. 


In this instance, we procured the record of the 
pulse peculiarities of innumerable persons who were 
under observation for psychopathic weakness, those 
who were violently insane, those who were recovering 
from insanity, and those who had been insane and were 
discharged as cured. These records were sorted into 
these four classes, closely studied, and the norm for 
each class established. Then we procured the sphygmo- 
graphic records of spirit mediums who habitually prac- 
ticed the trance condition. These records we got when 
the medium was going into the trance, while in the 
trance, as they emerged from the trance, and also a 
record was procured showing the normal record beat 
of those mediums who habitually practiced the trance 
condition, but were not in the trance state when the 
record was taken. Any attempt to simulate the trance 
condition was instantly detected by means of the 
sphygmograph. 


These records were then compared with an in- 
teresting result. The record of a person succumbing 
to the blight of insanity corresponded identically with 
that of a medium going into the trance condition, the 
record of a violent maniac corresponded faithfully with 
that of a medium while in the trance condition, the var- 
iations of the pulse of a patient recovering from in- 
sanity, absolutely paralleled those of a medium recover- 
ing from the trance conditions, and the records of a 
person who had been insane, but was cured, detailed 
perfectly with the normal daily record of a medium 
who habitually practised the trance state. 
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What conclusion does this lead us to? That the 
spirit medium is insane? No, but it does demonstrate 
that while in the trance state, the medium has re- 
linquished mental control, and is in the power of some 
extra or super natural agency. 

The claims of the spiritists are largely spurious. At 
least ninety per cent of their “phenomena” are pure 
fraud: but we recognize an extra-human agency in a 
certain few cases. Now the question to be decided is: 
what is the source of that supernatural element? There 
are two sources of the supernatural, Heaven or Hell; 
God or the Devil. With which are we dealing when 
we dabble in spiritism? We can find our answer only in 


THE WORD OF GOD. 


There is no guessing here. No need to experiment 
and demonstrate: what this Book says we can accept 
as being of absolute authority. The rest of this article, 
then, will deal with authoritative fact. The Bible sheds 
great light on the problem of modern spiritism, tells us 
the source of its power, and clearly sets before us the 
consequences of dealing with its dark powers. A clever 
trickster may fool even the men of science, but God is 
not mocked. The writings of men have to be revised 
often, but forever the Word of God is settled in 
Heaven. This Book speaks not from the fallible 
ground of human reason, but from the infallible basis 
of divine revelation! So if we are to learn anything 
about the life after death we must learn it from this 
source, as the Christian Scripture is the only dependable 
text book concerning spiritual things. 

When the modern man asks “Can the living and 
the dead communicate?” he is not raising some new 
. issue or phonating some new query; he is merely re- 
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iterating the throbbing cry of man from the very be 
ginning. The first man who mourned his dead voiced 
this yearning cry, and man has ever been eager to lift 
the veil that hides the future and peer ahead to see 
things that are to come. 


There is only One Power that possesses prescience, 
and the Old Testament tells us that God has recognized 
this instinct of man that causes him to seek to learn the 
future. On this instinct God bases His challenge, and 
offers His chief demonstration. In the book of Isaiah 
God says that any true unveiling of the future is evi- 
dence that He has spoken through the one who utters 
the prophecy, as He alone can foretell coming events. 


Let us read Isaiah 44:6-8, “Thus saith the Lord the 
King of Israel, and his redeemer the Lord of hosts; Iam 
the first, and I am the last; and besides me there is no 
God. And who, as I shall call, and shall declare it, and 
set it in order for me, since I appointed the ancient 
people? and the things that are coming, and shall come, 
let them shew unto them. Fear ye not, neither be afraid; 
have not I told thee from that time, and have declared 
it? ye are even my witness. Is there a God beside me? 
Yea, there is no God; I know not any.” 


Note carefully also Isaiah 46:8-10. “Remember 
this, and shew yourselves men: bring it again to mind, 
O ye trangressors. Remember the former things of 
old: for I am God, and there is none else; I am God, and 
there is none like me. Declaring the end from the be- 
ginning, and from ancient times, the things that are not 
yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do 
all my pleasure:” God says that he alone can know 
the end of a matter before it begins. This is the chal- 
lenge of God to various cults and lesser religions. 
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There are three words that portray the attempt of 
Satan to counterfeit this wonder-work of God. . Sixty- 
two times the Bible records the fact that the Devil will 
attempt to simulate prophecy, and lure astray even the 
very elect of God if he can. The first of these words is: 


DIVINATION. This is the attempt to foretell 
future events by means of signs, or augers. It thus 
appears in the Bible thirty-six times, and many and 
varied are the means used by the ‘‘diviner.” Some times 
arrows were cast into the air and the event read from 
the position of the arrows on the ground. Other di- 
viners used gazing bowls, crystal globes, large gems, 
or other means of focusing concentration and brought 
forth purely subjective presentments. Occasionally 
birds of passage were shot while in flight and the future 
read from the contents of the viscera! Many other 
methods of divination were used, but all were attempts 
to counterfeit the work of God in prophetic utterance. 
The second word is 


WIZARD. This word appears in the Bible eleven 
times, and refers to those who are the old time counter- 
parts of the folks today called “spirit mediums.” They 
peep and mutter, prying into forbidden things, and the 
Children of Israel were sternly commanded to put to 
death all such who appeared among the tribes. The 
wizard persists today among those heathen and de- 
graded peoples who follow the “witch doctors” of voo- 
dooism and kindred cults, and how sane the command 
of God appears when we see the frightful abominations 
of cruelty and lust the modern “witches” teach their 
followers to perform! Happier by far would the entire 
heathen world appear if they “did by nature the things 
of the Law” and slew the witches from among them. 
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That the “witch” is present in America and other civil- 
ized lands we see, when we find that the Scriptures 
define them as those who have 


“FAMILIAR SPIRITS.” This phrase appears 
in the Book 15 times, and always with the bitterest con- 
demnation. This definitely links up this ancient error 
with its modern counterpart; for every trance medium 
of the twentieth century has a “familiar spirit.” Every 
investigator who has ever dabbled in psychic research 
has noted this: the medium does not depend on just any 
old spook who happens to be passing when the medium 
desires to enter the trance state, but each relies upon 
her own particular “control.” This control is always 
the same, it is called by name, and is the “familiar spirit” 
of the modern day. Let us consult the Word of God 
on this matter, and see what we find. Our first .refer- 
ence is Leviticus 19:31. 


“Regard them not that have familiar spirits, 
neither seek after wizards to be defiled by 
them; I am the Lord your God.” 


Here the statement is made that this traffic is forbidden, 
and defilement comes upon those who enter this pro- 
hibited field. The warning is even more pronounced 
in Leviticus 20:6, where the definite statement is made 
that violation of this command will result in death! 


“And the soul that turneth after such as 
have familiar spirits, and after wizards, to go 
awhoring after them, I will even set my face 
against that soul, and will cut him off from 
among his people.” 
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So abominable is this practice in the sight of God that 
the mediums are by Him condemned to die for their 
offense! In Leviticus 20:27 we read: 


“A man also or a woman that hath a familiar 
spirit, or that is a wizard, shall surely be put 
to death; they shall stone them with stones; 
their blood shall be upon them.” 


And not only the medium is thus condemned to die, 
but the dupe as well! This was the reason for the un- 
timely death of Saul, for so definite was God's judgment 
upon this unspeakable practice that even the king was 
not exempt from the penalty. When Saul sought 
knowledge of future events, he went to the witch of 
Endor, a spiritist, and a medium. FOR THIS HE 
DIED! This is plainly declared in 1 Chronicles 10:13: 


“So Saul died for his transgression which he 
committed against the Lord even against the 
word of the Lord, which he kept not, AND 
ALSO FOR ASKING COUNCIL OF ONE 
THAT HAD A FAMILIAR SPIRIT, to 


enquire of it.” 


Thus we learn from the Blessed Book that the child of 
God is forbidden to seek the aid of spiritism to learn the 
future. God Himself has lowered the veil between us 
and Coming Things, and to seek to wrench that veil 
aside in the face of His divine command is presumpt- 
uous blasphemy. None the less, there are some who 
will persist in so doing. We must therefore consider 
the issue that is raised, for if men insist on seeking to 
learn the future regardless of the consequences, WHO 
CAN HELP THEM DO SO? 
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First, we know that Our Father who is in heaven 
will not help us do this thing, for it is He that has for- 
bidden it. He has spoken to men in many ways in times 
past, but having given us a full revelation in His Son 
Jesus Christ we can expect no further addition to that 
which He has called complete. Also, God never oper- 
ates contrary to what He has stated in His written 
word. 

Again, we know that Jesus Christ will not aid us 
here, as He never went outside of the will of God. He 
ordered His earth life even by the written Word, and 
upheld it in all things. So when the Bible definitely 
forbids a course of conduct, we will never find help in 
that course from the Son of God. 

The Holy Spirit is also out of the consideration, 
because His task is to bring men closer to God; to reveal 
Jesus Christ and the things of the Son; and He, too, 
operates only in accord with the written Word. 

We can expect no help from the departed spirits 
of saved men. The scripture order is clearly set forth 
in the fifth chapter of Second Corinthians, where we 
are told that when we are “absent from the body, we 
are present with the Lord.” The spirits of the justified 
and redeemed are in Heaven with the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and they never leave that blessed presence until He 
comes again, when all the redeemed return with Him. 
They are not at the call or command of the earth- 
bound, and no psychic help ever comes to us from any 
heavenly agency. 

That leaves the one other possibility HELL. We 
may be able to get help in our attempt to read the 
future from the Devil, or from the spirits of lost men 
in Hell—but do you want to? Every other source of 
spirit communication is closed to us by the direct pro- 
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hibition of the clearly expressed Word of God, and only 
Hell would, or could, violate that Word in the spiritual 
world. This then is the scene, and source, of the traffic 
of spiritism; this is the source of the supernatural ele- 
ment that may be found in the psychic phenomena. 


So when they say to you, “Can the living and the 
dead communicate?” reply to them in the language of 
Isaiah 8:19— 


“And when they shall say unto you, Seek 
unto them that have familiar spirits, and unto 
the wizards that peep and mutter, should not 
a people seek unto their God? On behalf of 
the living why should we seek unto the dead? 
Look to the law and to the testimony; if they 
speak not according to this word, surely there 
is no life in them.” 


There is the unfailing test. When examined in the 
light of the Word of God the words of spiritism man- 
ifest their origin. They know nothing of Jesus Christ, 
they are in absolute ignorance of the plan of salvation; 
and if you want to start a riot in a spiritist seance men- 
tion the blood of Calvary’s cross! Hell will boil over 
and such spiritual anarchy will be manifested that you 
will never doubt the Satanic nature of the error of 
Spiritism. Believe me, 1 know from experience! I tried 
the experiment, and know that spiritism hates the very 
name and thought of Jesus the Crucified. There is no 
life in the words of this soul destroying error. 


Some years ago in the city of San Francisco, there 
was a devout and devoted young couple, both Roman 
Catholic, who were engaged to be married. All their 
life and interest centered on the day of their nuptials, 
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but a few days before the date set the young man sick- 
ened with plural pneumonia and died. He was buried 
on what-was to have been his wedding day, and in the 
suit that would have been his wedding garment. The 
tragedy stunned the girl who was to have been the 
bride, and she was utterly disconsolate. None were 
able to bring her comfort or peace, and for ten days 
she scarcely ate or slept. Then there came to her a 
medium who said, “There is a strange and a strong 
spirit who has just come into our seance, who says 
his name is George, and he keeps calling for you. Will 
you come to our seance tomorrow night and attend the 
circle?” The girl was so excited and interested that 
in spite of the strong urging of her earnest and thought- 
ful friends she attended the seance, and the spirit was 
manifested there. She asked the manifestation many 
questions, and testimony later showed that she was con- 
vinced beyond a reasonable doubt, that it was indeed 
the spirit of her dead lover. At the close of the inquiry 
she asked: “Are you perfectly happy there where you 
are?” and the spirit replied, “No, nor can I be, until 
you come to join me here.” 


When the seance broke up the girl slipped quietly 
away, went down to the Ferry Building and got on a 
boat bound for Oakland. But somewhere, half way 
across the Bay she stepped quietly off the end of the 
boat to join her dead lover! and they found her body 
floating in the Bay some days later, when testimony 
brought out these facts. 


She went to join her dead lover, at the call of this 
spirit, in whose words there was death! She may have 
joined him, all right, but if she did it was not in heaven! 
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MAY THE SPIRIT OF THE LIVING GOD, 
GIVEN TO ILLUMINE BELIEVING HEARTS, 
AND GUIDE US INTO ALL TRUTH, KEEP 
EVERY CHILD OF GOD FROM THE DEATH 
AND DELUSION OF THIS SATANIC ERROR 
CALLED SPIRITISM. 


Let us seek God’s Truth in His own written 
Word, and let us be content to walk in the path that is 
made clear and plain by the light of that Word. 
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